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verses tell us about rwo identifications. The first identification was based on past experience. T
brSihers were the same people, with the same character, the same excitability, the same quick te
petsTHE Satne rathless natures. Lhe memories of past years, all the pam, all the chicancry, and
theaBise were awakened within Joseph, and his wrath was kindled. He fel: estranged from th
and therefore treated them harshly.

Studying their faces, however, he discovered a change. Levi and Simeons faces softened; it
did nc}%ﬁﬁe’same Terocity. They had a different look; the steely gray eyes turned blue, drear
Judah’s face had matured; there was firmness and deterraination in his features. The broth
looked depressed, as if they lacked inner peace, as if some grisly fear haunted them. They ca
with a contrite heart.

Joseph suddenly realized that the ten people who appeared belore him were not the same peo

FRCTTEY 13909 1D A3l Lo TR 'L{‘bwho had sold him into slavery His ire subsided. The brothers themselves, however, were unaware

DY STaND KD RwIneT DR 5

) =J%“w'(i’f’f‘ICé?
@"‘) 777

their internal transformation. The former sinner is often not conscious of the change in persona
that results from repentance. joseph wanted to bring this transformation 1o their attention.

Initially, as recorded in verse 7. Joseph had intendad o punish them [or thelr past crime. Upon

seeing their contrition, he resolved that he must not punish them for a sin that Il a sense was com-
mited by others. Therefore. as recorded
would become aware of their changed identity: He would inform themn of their metamporphosis by
resting their commiument to each other, loseph now knew rhat reconciliation between him and his
hrothers would indeed take place, and that Knesses Yisrael would emerge as a resuit. 3

= -1 e i pi ¥
verse o, he declced to frighten and coniuse them sc ey
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